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As the curtains draw on another enriching
semester, The Quill proudly brings you a
glimpse into the vibrant life and spirit that
defined the latter half of the academic year.
This edition is a celebration of growth—of
lessons learned, talents nurtured, and
milestones achieved.

Through achievements, challenges, and
shared experiences, our school has continued
to thrive with enthusiasm and purpose. This
newsletter captures those moments—
academic pursuits, co-curricular highlights,
and voices that echo creativity and passion.

This newsletter is more than just a summary—
it's a narrative woven by countless voices, each
contributing uniquely to the rich tapestry of our

X EDITORIAL XL

school life. Teachers have mentored, guided,
and inspired; students have risen to challenges
with enthusiasm and courage; parents and
guardians have supported every step with trust
and encouragement.

We thank all contributors— writers, artists,
photographers, editors—and of course, our
readers, for being part of this ongoing journey.
As you turn these pages, may you find not only
cherished memories but also motivation for
the chapters yet to be written. Here’s to
continuing to learn, grow, and shine—
together.Happy Reading!

Varsha Zaveri, Priya Panjwani,
Susana Phillips and Amrutha Nair
(Editorial Team)
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"Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”

Dear Parents, Staff, and Students,
Warm greetings to each one of you!

As we conclude yet another dynamic and
fulfilling year in the journey of Saint Mary's
School, | take this opportunity to reflect on the
many blessings and milestones of the past
academic year. Education at Saint Mary's has
always aimed at the holistic development of
every child — nurturing the intellect, spirit, and
character — and it fills my heart with joy to see
this vision unfolding beautifully.

Our students continue to shine in academics,
demonstrating not just knowledge but
curiosity, critical thinking, and a love for
learning. Alongside, a wide array of co-
curricular and extracurricular activities — from
sports and arts to debates and quizzes — have
provided vibrant platforms for our young minds
to express themselves, discover their talents,
and grow in confidence and leadership.

A defining moment of the year was our Annual
Day celebration, Dhriti — Towards a Better
Tomorrow'. Inspired by the United Nations
'Sustainable Development Goals', the event
was a powerful call for awareness,
responsibility, and action towards global
challenges such as climate change, equality,
peace, and sustainability. It was a visual and
emotional experience, brought to life by the
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dedication of our teachers, the energy of our
students, and the steadfast support of our
parents. My heartfelt thanks to everyone who
made Dhriti a truly unforgettable event.

As the academic year comes to a close, |
extend my sincere thanks to our teaching and
non-teaching staff for their unwavering
commitment and love for our students. Your
hard work, commitment, and love for our
students are the pillars that hold this institution
strong.

To our parents, your constant encouragement
and faith in us are invaluable. A student's
learning involves and revolves around an
effective partnership between school and
home. The stronger the partnership, the more
beneficial it is to the students. Parental
involvement and encouragement can
influence the students’ attitude towards school,
class room conduct and learning in a positive
manner. As parents, you provide them with
strong roots for supporting as educators. We
provide them with wings to scale great heights.
Our partnership as parents and teachers is
successful if we can create future generations
that prove to be assets to our nation.

And to our students — you are the heart of this
institution; keep learning, keep growing, and
never stop dreaming.

| take a moment to extend my congratulations
to the members of 'News Letter committee’ for
bringing out the beautiful edition of The Quill'.
Let us continue working together as one
community — shaping minds, touching hearts,
and building a better tomorrow.

With warm wishes and prayers,
Fr. Dr. Jilson Varghese CMI Principal
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Dear Parents and Students

From the very first day of the academic year
2024-2025, to the grand celebration of its
conclusion, we embark on a journey of growth,
discovery, and transformation. Every event, every
lesson, and every challenge we face molds us
into better individuals, preparing us for the future
that awaits.

“Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world.” Says Nelson
Mandela. Saint Mary's School is the hallways for
students where their dreams take flight. Books
open minds to new possibilities, and discussions
shape ideas that may one day change the world.
Our Prayer Day taught us the importance of
gratitude, and Yoga Day reminded us that
strength lies in balance. Through these
experiences, we learn that education is not
limited to classroom. It is in the wisdom we gain
from reflection and the determination we build
through discipline.

It was on Science Exhibition Day that young minds
truly shined. Projects came to life, theories were
explored, and the excitement of discovery filled
the air. This day reminded us that curiosity fuels
innovation, and learning beyond textbooks
shapes true knowledge. Our commitment to
Sustainable Development Goals which was the
theme of our Annual Day brought us together as
a community striving for a better future. Every
step towards sustainability, every effort to create
positive change, reinforced the idea that

education must be aforce forgood.

Competitions like elocution and declamation
molded confident speakers, while sports events-
built resilience and teamwork. The spirit of
healthy competition was not just about winning
but about perseverance, integrity, and personal
excellence. The award day we have celebrated
was not just our achievements but reflected the
effort behind them. We have honored leadership,
discipline, creativity, and sportsmanship. Each
award represents dedication, but beyond
trophies and titles. This taught our students that
successliesinthelessonslearned along the way.

Our teachers, mentors, and staff have been the
guiding light throughout this journey. Their
dedication and encouragement fuel the
aspirations of every student. Their belief in the
potential of young minds ensures that no dream
is too distant, no goal too unattainable.

Dear students, you are the heartbeat of Saint
Mary's School. Your enthusiasm, curiosity, and
determination make every day meaningful.
Continue to learn, grow, and strive for greatness.
For every lesson learned today becomes the
foundation of tomorrow for your life.

Beloved parents, your unwavering support
makes all difference in our school. You instill
values that empower children to seek knowledge,
ask questions, and pursue their passions.
Education is a shared journey, one that is
enriched by love, patience, and encouragement.

| would like to conclude saying let us carry
forward the lessons, the friendships, and the
memories that have shaped us in the academic
year. The path ahead is filled with endless
possibilities, with dedication and perseverance,
thatlead us all to bloom our dreamsinlife.

Thankyou

Fr. Binesh T. Jacob CMI
Vice-Principal
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From Chalkboards to Cherished Memories -
Bidding Adieu to a True Mentor- Niraj Joshi Sir

With hearts full of admiration and gratitude, we extend our
sincerest wishes to Niraj Sir as he retires after an inspiring
and dedicated journey of over two decades at Saint Mary's
School.

Born in Viramgam on 12th December 1966, Niraj Sir has
always exemplified the pursuit of excellence—both in
learning andin life. His academic accomplishments are as
impressive as his humility. He holds a B.Sc. in Physics and
Mathematics, an M.Sc. in Physics, a B.Ed., a Diploma in Computer Science, and a Diploma in
Marketing and Management—a true scholar with a lifelong passion for education.

But beyond his qualifications lies a rare brilliance—a muiltitalented soul gifted without any
formal training, whose talents speak louder than any accolade. A master of many instruments,
he effortlessly plays the harmonium, flute, mouth organ, side rhythmslike khanjari and manijira.
His melodious singing voice has always added a magical touch to every school event.

He has served as the Board Exam In-charge for a significant period, earning the trust of the
institution with his precision and dependability. His contribution to both academics and
administration has been instrumental in shaping the school's standards.

A college-level badminton champion, he brought home trophies in doubles—showing that his
excellence was not confined to the classroom. A spiritually inclined avid reader, he carries with
him a depth of understanding and calm wisdom that inspires everyone around him.

Above all, Niraj Sir is known for his gentle nature, loving and caring attitude toward students, his
fearless and grounded demeanor, and his soft-spoken, helpful personality. He has always been
dedicated to his subject, a mentor, a good friend, and a counsellor—deeply respected and
dearly loved.

As he retires his presence will always remain in the very fabric of our school. He has not just
taughtlessons from textbooks — he
has taught by example, by
kindness, and by his grace.

We thank him for his unwavering
service, and we wish him a future
filled with peace, creativity, and the
samejoy he broughtto all of us.

With love and deepest respect,

Saint Mary's Family

Semester 2: 2024-25 Y
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4l GLIMPSES OF ACTIVITIES XX

ELEVATING EDUCATORS

Saint Mary's School hosted an insightful and
enriching workshop on the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) and English Language
Teaching (ELT) Skills and Pedagogy. The session
was conducted by the highly
esteemed Mr. Rajeevan Karal, a
senior ELT professional and
seasoned teacher trainer from
Bangalore, with over 45 years of
experienceinthefield.

SAINT MARY'S DAY :
A LEGACY OF FAITH AND SERVICE.

Saint Mary's Day, the Titular Feast of our school,
was celebrated with reverence and joy on 7th
December, 2024 marking the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception on 8th December.

The celebration began with the soulful hymn "Ave
Maria” honouring Mother Mary, our beloved
patroness and the ceremonial lighting of the
lamp, symbolizing divine grace. A heartfelt
speech by a student highlighted the significance
of the day and the legacy of our school. A graceful
dance performance to "Mary, Did You Know?"
beautifully captured the spirit of devotion. The

event served as a reminder of our core values —
faith, service, and compassion — and
strengthened the bond that every Saint Marian
shares with our school and its guiding light,
Mother Mary.

GRAND ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATION :
'‘DHRITI 2024-25"

St. Mary's School celebrated its Grand Annual
Day, Dhriti: Towards a Better Tomorrow, on the
13th and 14th of December, 2024, themed around
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Students brought to life seven of the 17 SDGs
through captivating dramas and vibrant dance
performances. The selected goals were: Zero
Hunger, Good Health and Well-Being, Gender
Equality, Decent Work and Economic Growth,
Reduced Inequalities, Climate Action, and
Partnerships for the Goals. Each performance
highlighted the relevance and urgency of these
global objectives, leaving a lasting impression on
the audience.
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0000

The event was graced by distinguished guests,
including Rev. Fr. Binoy (Provincial), Rev. Fr.
George (School Manager), Dr. Navnath Gavhane
IAS (DDO Raijkot), Sri Ashish Kumar Pandey IRS
(Income Tax Joint Commissioner), and Dr. Ketan
Thakkar, a renowned orthopaedic specialist and
proud alumnus of the school. Their presence and
words of encouragement greatly inspired the
students. The event concluded on a high note,
reinforcing the school's vision of shaping
informed, compassionate, and proactive global
citizens.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS :
A SEASON OF JOY AND TOGETHERNESS

Christmas, a time of love, joy, and togetherness,
was celebrated with festive spirit at our school on
23rd December. The day began with a Drawing
Competition for junior and senior students on the
theme “Christmas Tree & Santa Claus.” A vibrant
Cultural Programme followed at 9:00 AM
featuring heartfelt prayers, lively dances, skits,
and carols with a cheerful visit from Santa.

Additional activities included a Card Making
Competition, Christmas Tree Decoration, Carol
Singing, and a beautiful live crib, all bringing the
festive spirit alive. The celebration concluded
with a joyful staff get-together at 11:45 AM in the
primary auditorium, where teachers sang carols
and enjoyed coffee and cake, strengthening the
bonds of community and cheer.

"Community Care:
MSW Initiative for Food and Fund Collection”

On 31st December 2024, the Marian Service Wing
(MSW) organized a food and fund collection drive
as part of its ongoing community service
initiatives. The objective was to support families
facing food insecurity and financial challenges.
Students, parents, teachers, and staff came
together to contribute generously.

Donations included non-perishable food items
such as rice, wheat flour, jowar, bajra, and
slippers, along with monetary contributions.

The collected items were distributed on 7th
January 2025. Funds were donated to Navjeevan
Trust and Ramrachit Foundation, while food
packets were delivered to families residing in
slum areas. This thoughtful initiative provided
essential support to those in need and reinforced
the value of compassion and community care in
the hearts of the students.
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CAREER GUIDANCE SESSION

To support students in making informed choices
about their future, a Career Guidance Session
was held for the Higher Secondary students on
10th January, 2025 at 9:00 AM in the Primary
Auditorium. The session was led by esteemed
resource persons from Christ University, Banglore
: Rev. Fr. Bijo George CMI, Dr. Mahesh Kumar, Mr.
Sauransh and Mr. Sijad.

Students received valuable insights into various
academic streams, emerging career
opportunities, and the importance of aligning
interests with future goals. The speakers
engaged the audience with practical advice,
real-life examples, and detailed information on
career planning and higher education options.

YOUR HEALTH IS OUR PRIORITY
(FREE MEDICAL CAMP)

As part of its ongoing commitment to promoting
health awareness and student well-being, in
collaboration with Christ Hospital, Rajkot, School
organized a Free Medical Camp and Health

Awareness Seminar on 13th January. The event
featured an insightful seminar led by Dr. Amishi
Dave, Consultant Medical Dietician, who shared
valuable guidance on maintaining a healthy
lifestyle tailored to students’ needs. The seminar
emphasized the importance of balanced
nutrition, physical activity, and regular health
check-ups.

In addition to the seminar, a comprehensive
medical check-up was conducted for 5th
standard students, focusing on weight
assessment, eyesight screening, and dental
health evaluation. The initiative aimed to foster
early awareness of health and hygiene practices
and encourage students to adopt lifelong
healthy habits.

Republic Day Celebration &
Alumni Meet 2025

St. Mary's School marked Republic Day, 2025 with
a vibrant celebration that reflected patriotism
and legacy. The event was graced by Mr. Rajiv
Modi, Chairperson & Managing Director of Sasken
Technologies Ltd., and a proud alumnus from the
1973-74 batch, who had the honour of unfurling
the National Flag.
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The celebration was made even more special by
the presence of 21 alumnifrom the 1973-74 batch,
who gathered for a heartwarming reunion. A
major highlight was the inauguration of the newly
renovated High School Auditorium, a generous
contribution made possible through their deep-
rooted connection and support.

Their presence was both inspiring and
heartwarming, showcasing how the ties formed
during school years can continue to shape the
future in powerful ways. Their presence inspired
current students and reinforced the value of
tradition, gratitude, and continued commitment
tothe school's growth.

Workshop on Chandrayan - 3
by Mr. Nilesh Makwana (ISRO Scienstist )

On 28th December, 2024, Saint Mary's School,
Rajkot, had the privilege of welcoming alumnus
Mr. Nilesh Makwana, an esteemed ISRO engineer
fromISRO Ahmedabad.

He conducted an engaging seminar for the
primary students, sharing fascinating insights
about India’s space missions and his incredible
experience in Antarctica. With simple language
and vivid visuals, Mr. Nilesh inspired young minds
to dream big and explore the wonders of science
and space. His presence not only instilled pride
among the students and staff but also
highlighted the achievements of Saint Mary's
alumni making remarkable
contributions to the nation.

Empowering Preparedness :
Disaster Management Seminar

A seminar-cum-workshop on Disaster
Management was organized on February l1st for
students of Standards VI, VI, and IX, conducted
by experts from RMC (Relief and Mitigation Cell).
The session aimed to raise awareness about
disaster preparedness, response, and recovery,
empowering students with the knowledge and
skills needed to act effectively during
emergencies.
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The seminar featured engaging presentations,
practical demonstrations, and interactive
activities that covered a range of potential
scenarios like fire safety. Students actively
participated and learned how to remain calm
and respond strategically in high-stress
situations.

SPRINT & SHINE: MINI SPORTS DAY 2025

Saint Mary’'s School celebrated its much-
anticipated Mini Sports Day on 8th February,
filling the campus with vibrant energy,
enthusiasm, and house spirit. The event was a
perfect blend of athletic excellence, discipline,
and camaraderie, bringing together students
and staff for a fun-filled day of sporting action.

The day commenced with an impressive march-
past, where students from all houses displayed
unity and discipline as they marched in perfect
synchrony, proudly representing their houses.

The field events included sprints, relays, obstacle
races, and age-appropriate fun games, all of
which witnessed spirited participation and loud
cheers fromthe audience.

The event culminated with the distribution of
certificates to recognize outstanding
performances. The highlight of the day was the
declaration of YELLOW House as the overall
champion, earning thunderous applause and
well-deserved pride.

PARIKSHA PE CHARCHA

Students of Standards VIl to XI enthusiastically
took part in the online viewing of Pariksha Pe
Charcha on 10th February, an annual interactive
session led by the Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi. The event offered students a
unique opportunity to gain valuable insights
directly fromthe nation'sleader.
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The session was both motivational and
enlightening, focusing on key areas such as
exam stress management, effective time
management, and goal setting. With relatable
anecdotes and practical advice, the Prime
Minister encouraged students to embrace
exams as opportunities rather than challenges.

CELEBRATING THE SPIRIT OF WOMANHOOD :
Women's Day 2025

On 8th March 2025, the staff of St. Mary's came
together for a warm and meaningful post-school
Women's Day celebration, honouring the
invaluable role of women in everyday life. The
event offered a beautiful opportunity for
reflection, recognition, and celebration of the
strength, resilience, and dedication of women
across all walks of life.

The gathering was filled with energy and
enthusiasm as teachers took center stage,
showcasing their talents through lively dance
and soulful singing performances. Their
participation added a vibrant and joyful touch to
the occasion.

Heartfelt messages and tokens of appreciation
were presented to all staff members,
acknowledging their unwavering commitment
and hard work. The atmosphere was one of
mutual respect, admiration, and unity.

CROWNING THE BEST :
ANNUAL AWARD DAY CELEBRATION

The Annual Award Day was celebrated on 29th
March 2025 to honour students for their
outstanding dedication and achievements
during the academic year 2024-2025.

HEE
HEE

Prestigious accolades such as the Brainwave
Bonanza Awards, Vice-Captains Awards,
Disciplinarians Awards, Best Disciplined Student
Award, and Best Student Award were presented
to deserving recipients. The event was a blend of
recognition and celebration,

highlighted by engaging

entertainment programs and

a nostalgic flashback of the

academic year.
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A FOND FAREWELL

Our school recently bids a heartfelt farewell to Mr.
Niraj Joshi, who retired after 21 years of dedicated
and inspiring service. The farewell ceremony was
an emotional tribute, with students and
colleagues sharing fond memories and stories

Voices of Victory: Saint Mary's School
Excels at Times Public Speaking Contest

Saint Mary's School, Rajkot, achieved remarkable
success at the Times Public Speaking Contest,
organized by the Times of India in association
with Navrachana University. The Preliminary
Round, held on 21 November, 2024, saw one
student in the Junior Category (Grades 8-10) and
three students in the Senior Category (Grades 11-
12) from Saint Mary's making it to the top 15 after
rigorous group discussion rounds.

44 BATTLE OF BRILLIANCE XX

Out of 260 participants in the Junior Category
and 100 in the Senior Category, Saint Marians
delivered exceptional performances. In the Final
Round on 22 November, 2024, Upadhyaya

that reflected his profound influence on their
lives. His guidance extended far beyond the
classroom, nurturing both academic excellence
and personal growth. A token of appreciation
was presented as a symbol of our deep respect
and gratitude. As we celebrate his remarkable
legacy, we wish him a peaceful and fulfilling
retirement, knowing his positive impact will
continue toinspire foryearsto come.

Mangalya (Grade 10) secured the Third Runner-
Up Position in the Junior Category, while Dattani
Shyam (Grade 12) earned the Third Runner-Up
Position in the Senior Category and qualified for
the State level competition to be held at
Ahmedabad on 6th December. Congratulations
to our champions!

Saint Mary's Crowned 'Best School’
at Spandan 2024

A proud moment for Saint Mary's School, Rajkot!
78 students from our High School and Higher
Secondary sections participated in 'Spandan
2024, the State-Level Inter-School Competitions
held at Christ College, Rajkot, on 24 November,
2024.
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